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Showler’s Red & White Store, Whonnock, River Road. Mr. Showler and his dog Smitty on the steps, circa 1927. 

[MRMA P00417]

8. WHONNOCK
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Tselatsenate

WHONNOCK
Postmaster, Geo. A. Smith.
Whonnock, Warnock or Wharnock, for it goes by 

miles from Vancouver. It is in the Dominion and 

denominations and one church. There is also 
a school. The principal industry of the place is 
farming. Daily communication is made by the 
C.P.R.
1892 
page 310.
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The early settlers immediately started clearing trees 

boilers of the riverboats and the early locomotives and 

been no commercial farming on a similar scale in the 

they left. 

Reserve then became part of the territory of the 

WHONNOCK SITES
• Wilmart
• 
• 
• 
• 

• 
• 
• Skyacres

• 

• 

• 

• 

WHONNOCK CULTURAL LANDSCAPES
• 

• 

• 

• 
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Beaver [BCA D-03562]
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Wilmart in 1963 [Courtesy Fred Braches]

property. He died in the spring of 1918. 

STAHL RESIDENCE / WILMART
26744 96 Avenue
Circa 1911 

WilMart

the land. 
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[Katherine Martin] who lived in the house next 
door and I thought that I had come to the end of 
the world compared with what I had been used 
to. We came on the train to begin with and all 
the transportation was on foot or by horse. Few 
people had horses – horse and buggy – but my 
sister didn’t. Having always lived in a city, a fairly 

CAMERON RESIDENCE
26780 96 Avenue
1935

but I liked it. It was so different. You had to go 

quite a long walk. You walked through two or 
three people’s properties. The roads as they are 

somebody’s property to get anywhere. I thought it 
was quite fun to be out here in the wilds of British 
Columbia. I stayed that year for a short time and 
I came again the next year and stayed longer. 
And I picked berries for my sister, they were into 
strawberries, and we picked the berries. For many 
years after that I came up to Whonnock quite a 
bit to see my sister but I did not come to live here 

I don’t want to go anywhere else.
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Robert Davidson Studio [Courtesy Fred Braches] 

Elevations of Robert Davidson Studio. [Wood 
World, Second Quarter, 1973]

‘I think it’s been one of my most enjoyable jobs. 
Not only because the project was interesting, 
but also because of the client’s attitude. The 
relationship between client and designer is crucial 
to the success of any project. Here the relationship 
developed from one of mutual respect for each 
other’s work into one of friendship. As an artist, 
Robert Davidson works his own way without 
compromise. And he extended that same rationale 
to me, leaving the design work up to me. He did 

ROBERT DAVIDSON STUDIO
26914 112 Avenue
Rol Fieldwalker, Architect
1973

almost all the construction work himself, when 
he could spare time from his work, and he did a 
beautiful job.’

 Wood World
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and the Stave River area had been the Roman Catholic 

ST. PAUL’S ANGLICAN CHURCH / PRIVATE 
RESIDENCE
10184 272 Street
1891

WATSON RESIDENCE
9860 272 Street (Street Address)
27236 Bell Avenue (Legal Address)
Robert A. Hamilton, Designer
1926
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LEE RESIDENCE
10225 272 Street
Circa 1914

St. Paul’s Anglican Church [Byrnes Collection]
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design element. 

WILDWOOD FELLOWSHIP CHURCH
10810 272 Street
1966-69

Axel Bernard Lee and Anna Oline Lee, prior to 
1929. [Photo courtesy Nancy (Lee) Webster]

tall side gable roof and a prominent front dormer. 
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maintained home is one of the earliest remaining in the 

SKYACRES
THE BOULANGER RESIDENCE
26011 Lougheed Highway
1909

View of interior, 1969. [Gazette, June 25, 1969, 
page 2]

Whonnock Church Opening Proved Musical 
Event: Several years ago a building fund was 

building has been donated by the Sunday School 
children by means of a building fund march each 
Sunday. The construction has all been done by 
volunteer labour supervised by Deacon Lyle Selvey. 

owing on it. 
Gazette
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 Heritage Register

BYRNES RESIDENCES
26887 River Road and 26903 River Road
1937

conservation and enrichment of heritage in Maple 
Ridge.
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 Heritage Register

WHONNOCK POST OFFICE
26915 River Road (Street Address)
26915 96 Avenue (Legal Address)
1932

256th Street and the Stave River.
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 Heritage Register

SHOWLER’S RED & WHITE STORE
26927 River Road
1919-20

Showler’s Red & White Store, Whonnock, River 

Road. Mr. Showler and his dog Smitty on the steps, 

circa 1927. [MRMA P00417]
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FORMER WHONNOCK UNITED 
CHURCH AND MANSE
27091 River Road
Robert A. Hamilton, Designer
1914

Whonnock United Church, circa 1930. [BCA B-01068]
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Exterior of St. John’s Anglican Church at Whonnock, January 1957. [A.L. Yates, photographer. CVA Bu 
P508.91]

HOLY SPIRIT ANGLICAN CHURCH
27123 River Road
1921



184 DONALD LUXTON & ASSOCIATES 2018

THE HERITAGE RESOURCES OF MAPLE RIDGE

WHONNOCK CEMETERY
96 Avenue

 Heritage Register

the 
Congregation
for their services. After a considering other sites they 

WHONNOCK CULTURAL LANDSCAPES

they had lived.
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 Heritage Register

SUGAR MAPLE TREES
26721 100 Avenue
1914
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 Designated Municipal Heritage Site

interred at this site. 

ROBERTSON FAMILY CEMETERY
Byrnes Road




